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SECRET

Chief, Fconomic Resesrch Avea, ORR Oeto

Chief, Planning and Review Stase 30 October 1956
Chief, Industrial Division

Acting Chief, Weepons ond Ammmition Rrench

e
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e &

Project No. 31.1637, “The Egyptisn Land Arvements Industry”

concerning the Egyptien land srmaments industry. Although
outside our assigned field of responsibility, the research
was scheduled so as to be prepared to handle anticipated
internal requests for informstiom on this industry.

2. The project has heen goardineted informally with
mmmmummmm, Office of the
Asgistant Chief of Staf?, Intelligence, Department of the

*
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Attachment
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The Hry-tisn Land Avesments Iodustry

Sewovnry

E@mtmruﬁumxmmwmmmm
severnl tyree of ammmition, b vrefuction of these items is
extremely Limited. Since 1952, Egystism Mt in an
armamepte industry has amoumted to sbout $30,007,000. As
evidenoed by its ourchases from floviet Hloe countries during ihe
sast yesr, -rimary relisnce for ground veavous wust still be
slaced on imoortS.

Thers is no s wroduction of armored fighting vehicles or
artillery in Egyst st the resent time, end there are no indications
that there will be any -roduation of these wespons in the near
future. Limited Taeclilities do exist, however, for the maintensnee
of militury vehicles. Ceoseity sxists for the manufacture of
infantry weapons, but only the simoler” tyses, for examsla,
rifles, sub-mschive zuns and mortars.

Senll arms @mﬁﬁm and 1ight snti-aireraflt gun
exmmition are sroduced in some quastity. Artillery smsmitiony”
may be msnufectured in the future vhes faciories which are aow
being construstad by the Egyptisn government sre comsleted.

Most rew materials snd semi-finished orodects necessary
for the »roduction of land arwamants in Egyot bave to bLe

imortef at the nresemt time. The Egyrtien goverument has
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begun building plmsts which eventuslly will :roluce the meessmary
semi-finished sroducts, but $he rew materisls -robably will hawe
o comtinne to Le iwporied.

Jes:ite wttemsts to develop an armywents industry in Bgypt
since the war with fersel (1998-39), the Egy-tian goversment |
has continued the 'ractice of »urechmsing the required lsnd
Mfwmmﬁﬂam& In the light of the srze
deals with the Sewiet-Iloc and the comtinuing  wrehsses of
arzs it seews likely that Bgy-t feels it is more advisahls to
bay land armaments than to -roduwce them. 1t is highly »robable
that the government will concentrate its efforts srimsrily on
mlmiag adequate facilities for the maintsmancs of niiimy
equivment ~urchased fran ‘abroad and rossibly the uroduction of

smmnitios to be used by these weasons.

H
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Prir %o the 1948-49 war with Ieresl, the Egypimn arwed
' furoes were nrimrily eyuised @M wslisd with British metarisl.
There veré mo facilitiss available in Egypt for the srodwetion
«mm&;m.mm,m,;mmm
for the maintensnos of the British squizsent. After the cutlewesk
of the war with Isresl in 1553, Ngyot attempted to vrofuce
sincls types of ground arwaments, srissrily swall arms. This
vesture, however, met with only liwited suscess snd, therefore,
Egyot bad to iavort virteslly all the additional mmitions
required to equir its military forces.

It vas not wetil after the rewvslution of 1952 that the
vlan for a naticnal land arsasats infdustry wes seriously
the western Eurocean comtries to build end egquis the sramments
»lants. Thawe slants wvere to sroduce mainly saall srms and most
types of ssemition, but many of the -laats either hsve not
yet been comstructed ¢ have not yet begun full scale -roduction.

The development of sn armsments industry in Egyrt is faced
with many serious uroblems. Por examnle, Bgynt hes no steel
industry, although it is in the »rocess of deweloainmg cue., All

the rew materials necessary for the -rolustion of assmsition,
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ameept cotton for Muluo, mist be surchesell wheosd by
Egypt. Am explosives slant, whieh is in process of constructiom,
m, the Bgyptian governmant has m arrengements with

the firse responsible for m and equin»ing the factories
also to nrovide the necegsary innuts.

The scarcity of skilled lsbor and technical persomnel is
another handicss in the ereatiom of an Egyrtian lesd sresments
industry. It has, therefore, been necessary to meke m~
ments for foreign experts, »rimmrily from Vestera Burope, o
come to Bgyot in order to aid in the develooment of the new
industry.

Expenditures on new mmnitions factories since 1552 bave smounted
to sprroximately f E 10,000,000 ($29,000,000). This nrogram
was designed to make Egypt self-sufficient with respect to
sxmmnitions and to partially satisfy its requiremsnt for swall
arms. However, for more comnlex tynes of ground egquipment
such as tsaks and srtillery, Egyot will still be completely
dependent wion import.

More imnortent, however, is the fact that the Egyrtian
governpent has contracted to nurchase st least J E 24,000,000
($70,000,000) worth of land srmsments from the Soviet Bloe.

These contracts were for the following materiel:
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Egyptism Land Armsment Iz.orts frem the Soviet Rloc

Item Million § B Millien US $
Armored fighting wehieles 7 20
Artillery 2 £
Infaoiry wemnoes | 2 6
#Wlitary vehielss 2 6
Asmmnltion 10 29
Migeallanecus 1 3

24 70

Armored Fighting Vehicles

There are ao Pagilities for srodueing srwored fighting

whicles in Bgy-t. There ere fweilities available for the

conversion and maintenmice of srmored fighting vehicles. Although

nmummmwmmmlwwwm

vehicles, suth as reconnaisssnce ears sad ~prsounel cerriers,

tm-nmmmmtmitmmmrmtmw«mmum.

In Plant Thaber 2 at Abassis, vhich is used srimarily for seintenance

surposes, U8 * tanke in the nast have been fitted with

British guns and converted into sssault-tyne vehicles. Egyot

alsc hes facilities for converting clvilian tyne wohiclies into

armored wilitary tyse vehicles in the nlmnt at Bl Amiriys.

Egyrt bas mo faeflities for the sroduction of artillery,

ut seintensnce installations do exist.

lufantry Wea ons

mmwgwmxxauﬂn,mxmumt

government owned, is capable of spodueing not larger than Clwm.

e G £ s “
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Curreat rrofmctics casscity eannct be sstimtad tut is considered
%o be very low. Sub-wmuehine s (3m) and rifies (7.92m) are
being pawduced in Plant missamu howsver, this

venture Las not met with the ewectations of the Egyoties
government. he capaeity of the »lant ia not kuows, but sresent
sroduetion ia about & yeer behind scheduls. As & result or the
‘erms deals” with the Soviet Bloe, a8 well as wlmt'%iaim,

the Zgyntisms have decided to discontinne -roduction of sanll

arms in Plant Fusber S after having memufactured some 5,000

rifies and 12,000 sub-machine aune .

Militery Transrort Vehicles

Sines Bgyst hu. ro facilities f&r the »roduetion of motor
vehicles, all requiremsnts must be imrorted. There are, never-
- theless, mwmmmwmmhu, th-tv_Qum
cnes being the Ford olant at mm&rhwdthhﬂlrgxlmtat
El Amiriya,
Amesntt ton
In its sttem;ts 10 develo: an armement industry, the
Egyotian government _m mde some limited nrogress with the
smmnition plants. Anong the »lamts vhich are being comstructed
©r have been comstructed, there sre two small arms smmmition
slants, ome light anti-gireraft ssmmition alant, oae shell
rroducing lavt, one ex;losives nlant, snd one Pilling slants.
Plant Musber 27 at Shubwrs is presently menufecturing small

arms ammonition. Plant Fumber 10 at Abukir, using im-orted
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esmsonants, is actually only ssesshlisg ssall wrwe amennitiom.
Plant Mumber 45 st Massara, scheduled to smufecture light snti-
aircraft ssmmition, had grest m’h;ﬂ with its original
sroduction effort and has mot yet schisved full sesle sroduetion,
Plant Rusber 99 at Helwan, the :slnt seheduled for roduetion
of shell bodies and eartridage camses, asd Plant Namber 15 at Atu
Zasbal, the olunned exslosives ~lant, had not yet begum nroduction
a8 of early 1956, sad there is wo information to inmdleate that
it bas a8 yet dome so. Plant Fusber 51 at Hucksten is being
utiliged ss an esmsunition Filling and sssembly olamt, but the
plant's feeilities ave rrimitive sed production is wery low,

The lapt st Almmga vas intanded to producs BOmm aireraflt
roshets, mt:mumgummmmor
rochats has yet  rogressed beyond the sx-erimsatal stege.

*

Estimated Produetionm and Caracity of Egyotisn Amsunition Plsnts

Item Present Anmwal Production Rate Plammed Ca-acity(Amnual Rate)
Samll arwe

{ymder SOme) 26 million rounds 130 rillion rounds
Artillery HA 2 nillion rounds

Explosives and
srosellants NA i thousand tons

»  (Production is estimeted on the basis of 300 eight-howr work
days. The lmrmed cajasity sroduction figures inclule those
slsnts which have not yet begun sctual -rodustion.)

T
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